1970’s
1972
The Group was formed in 1972 to promote interest in the modern railway scene. Back then it was known as the Diesel & Electric Group and did various things including producing over 88 books and a magazine called ‘Inter-City Express’. The magazine was one of the first to cater for diesel enthusiasts
1973
The start of the Diesel & Electric Group’s move to locomotive preservation happened aboard the railtour held to commemorate the end of the Hymek Locomotives. The ‘Hymek Swansong’ was booked to run on Saturday 22nd September 1973. The route was London Paddington to Hereford  returning via Didcot . This allowed time to visit the steam centres at Hereford and Didcot for any steam enthusiasts in case there were not enough diesel enthusiasts to fill the tour. They need not have worried as the tour was sold out very quickly.

Utilising D7001 and D7028 the day went well. On the train a group of passengers including D &EG members had the vision to decide that they should save a Hymek. The idea materialised, details and monies being collected. 

1975

30th July 1975 D7017 was purchased and towed from Old Oak Common to Taunton by 25162. She was transferred to Minehead on the West Somerset Railway on 25th March 1976. On Easter Monday D7017 moved under her own power for the first time under D&EG ownership.
1977

The first train that D7017 hauled was the Wirral Railway Circle’s Quantock Flyer on 19th March 1977, from Minehead to Williton. The Group were offered a second Hymek D7018, as the then owner wanted a Western, and subsequently went on to buy D1041, ‘Western Prince’. The Hymek was located at Didcot Railway Centre, and this led to another team being set up to manage and restore the locomotive.  The locomotive had been painted BR Green with small yellow panels, by its previous owner. One of the first jobs was to repaint the locomotive into BR Blue with with small yellow panels.18th December saw D7017 haul S&D 2-8-0 No. 88 to Washford to allow restoration to begin and in return the S& D museum’s steam crane removed the steam heating boiler from D7017 to allow the batteries to be moved to the boiler room in an attempt to lighten the locomotive as it is currently too heavy to run regularly on the WSR
1978
On 7th May a ‘Gala Day’ was held. The Group provided D7017 to work one round trip from Minehead to Williton with six coaches. In addition the WSR ran a diesel railcar on the Williton to Stogumber section of the line, the first time a passenger train had traversed this section since BR closed the line. At this time loco operations were limited to the Minehead to Williton section due to a lack of run round facilities at Stogumber and the rest of the line from Stogumber to Norton Fitwarren was receiving work to make it ready for passenger operations. D7018 was started for the first time in three years but it did not sound right. And over the next winter it suffered from frost damage to the block, heat exchanger and intercoolers
1979
Around June the line from Stogumber to Norton Fitwarren was passed for passenger operation. D7017 first traversed this section on a passenger train on 9th June standing in for Vulcan on the 10.35 from Minehead during a ‘Gala Weekend’. The following day saw D7017 work the 09.40 Bishops Lydeard to Minehead  as part of its diagram. The Group left Minehead for a new base at Williton this year. The group acquired Class 14 D9526 from Blue Circle Cement at Westbury Wiltshire. 

