1980’s
1980
1980 also saw the arrival of a Class 07 D2994. This locomotive was used regularly on the railway for a range of mixed traffic duties. This unusual locomotive had a 275 bhp Paxman 6RPH V6 engine in it. D7018’s engine was lifted out of the locomotive using the Lift Shop’s ‘A’ frame crane, although it was touch and go as there was only just enough height to clear the loco.

1981

Work was carried out on D7017’s engine to improve performance over the winter whilst work continued on stripping down D9526 during overhaul. D7017 was hauling trains on 24th May, by this time the loco had been repainted into BR green with small yellow warning panels. Early June saw ‘Railway Power Services’ (RPS) a consortium of DEG and WSR members, purchase Class14 D9551 from BSC Corby for immediate use on the railway. Its first solo return trip from Minehead to Bishops Lydeard was on 7th June with three coaches in tow. The loco was put on standby duties for Steam and DMU trains on the railway. The ‘Quantock Pullman’ first class dining train (the forerunner of today’s ‘Quantock Belle service) was often Class 14 hauled on a Saturday during the winter of ‘81/’82. 10th October saw a diesel day with Hymek and Class 14 hauled trains. In addition the Class 07 was used for shunting demonstrations.
1982

January saw the group celebrate it 10th birthday. The group launched a preservation fund to save a Park Royal DMU for use by the railway following restoration work. 20th February saw one of the heaviest service trains to date to run. The train was nine coaches in length and was Hymek & Steam hauled. It was named the ‘West Somerset Wanderer’
May saw privately owned Class 04 diesel shunter D2271 move to the railway from Butterley. In July D7017 underwent general repairs following the discovery of a fractured transmission heat exchanger. Frost was to blame. Work was also undertaken on D9551 to carry out minor repairs to a defective exhauster and repaint the loco into green. On 26th July moved into the field of electric train preservation having purchased a 2ft, 3rd rail, underground electric train No.808, from the Post Office, who also delivered it to Minehead.
1983
Saturday 12th March the engine block was  returned to D7018 using the mobile diesel crane. It still requires cylinder heads, Cam boxes and turbos.
Class 14 D9551 re-entered into service on 26th March and worked the railways ‘Shareholders special’ for the benefit of those attending the annual general meeting. In addition the loco took part in the ‘Easter Fair and Transport Rally’ held on the railway, the first event for three years. The Class 07 was also in use.

The Park Royal DMU was repainted restoring its green livery. Much work including engine replacement would be required to get the unit running again. Work continued on D9526 and repairs to D7017. Class 04 D2271 carried out a trial run in October from Williton to Stogumber. The locomotive received much work by the owner at Williton to make it ready for traffic. October work week saw repairs to D7017’s control circuits. By the end of the year D9551 had clocked up over 1800 miles without a failure
1984
During the previous season Class 14 D9551 clocked up 1816 miles partly through working twelve ‘Quantock Belle’ dining trains. The locomotive continued to see regular use for the railway throughout the season working permanent way or engineering trains. D9526 moved under its own power on 17th March, the first time in seven or eight years During the Spring Work Week D9526 was given test runs in preparation for re-launching during a Diesel Weekend held on 14th /15th July that year. D7017 was also in action over this week-end carrying out three round trips. The Sunday of the diesel weekend saw Class 14 D9551 pair up with sister D9526 for a double headed working on the 18:10 Minehead  to Bishops Lydeard. Class 04 D2271 and Class 07 D2994 were paired up also over this weekend to work Minehead to Dunster shuttle trips using the Park Royal DMU as the stock for this train. October 7th saw D9526 and D9551 work a special train that traversed the Bishops Lydeard to Norton Fitzwarren section of the line. This was the first locomotive hauled train working over this section since a Hymek hauled a Butlins charter train in 1970.

1985

By spring the Park Royal DMU’s engines were nearly ready for installation back into the unit. The Class 07 D2994 was given a repaint and overhaul this year following five years of continuous use. On Sunday 28th July the Park Royal DMU moved for the first time under its own power for four and a half years. The unit carried out a ‘faultless’ test run from Williton to Bishops Lydeard.
On 24th August D7018 was started up for the first time following a major engine overhaul. The Hymek was painted into green with no yellow warning panel, this was added later. It was then hauled by Great Western King class steam engine ‘King George V’ to Old Oak Common for an open day on September 15th . In October of this year a Sentinel diesel shunter was purchased by a Williton volunteer from Stanton Iron Works in the Midlands. The locomotive was based at Williton and following restoration was used on works trains and as a yard pilot. During December Class 14 D9551 failed while working a Santa Special train. The Didcot team approached Foster Yeoman with a view to returning D1010 (the loco was disguised as D1035 ‘Western Yeoman’) ‘Western Campaigner’ stored at Merehead on static display, to working condition. Foster Yeoman agreed to a three year management deal which would see the locomotive return to working order within this time. Following work to enable the locomotive to be moved on the main line she was towed to Didcot by 59001 on May 17th, where restoration work began.
1986

During early January an old aircraft hanger was offered to the Group by the Doniford Holiday Camp. The condition of having the hanger was that the Group had to dismantle the building and move it back to Williton. This was done over many weeks and the components store back on the site at Willliton. The group became formally responsible for Williton Goods shed with security of tenure which allowed the group to invest and develop the site at Williton. Over the first two weekends in April teams from both the WSR and D&EG visited Portishead to lift various items of trackwork including two points for use at Williton. In the spring D7018 lost it’s boiler to give more space.
1987

The group became a Limited Company by guarantee, and a registered charity, but in doing so had to change its name to ‘Diesel & Electric Preservation Group Limited’ 26th September saw D7017 haul a ‘Hymek Silver Jubilee’ train. On the same week-end  D7018 was at the Basingstoke Railshow, having been hauled there by D200. The following week-end 4th October D7018 was at Tysley’s Open Day.
1988

20th & 21st May saw D 7017 stared after a major top end overhaul under taken by the DTG (Diesel Traction Group) volunteers. The last weekend in May saw D1010 move for the first time in over 10 years. In October D7018 was hauled to Bescot for an Open Day and then went on to the Severn Valley to run in at their Diesel Gala on 15th October. D7018 arrived back at Didcot on October 31st.  D7017 took part in a diesel day on 5th November. 
1989

24th October saw a Diesel Day at Didcot which saw two Class 59’s and Class 40, D335 on display. 
