1990’s
1990
24th March WSR Diesel Running Day. 

D7017 & 7 Coaches and D9526 & 3 Coaches, with the Sentinel on a Minehead to Blue Anchor freight. Minehead Shed had a sweep stake on where (not if) the previously poorly reliable D7017 would fail. Dave Williams, who helped with the thorough preparation on ’17 was the only person who bet that it wouldn’t fail! ’17 ran 120 trouble free miles and Dave went home quite a few pounds richer! A very successful day and a turning point in ‘17’s career.

5Th & 6th May, Didcot Diesel Weekend.
D1010 turned out in Desert Sand livery with small yellow warning panel ( as applied to D1000) for the event. The Class 20 Appeal was also started. Unfortunately ast it turned out, the WSR were not keen on having one at the lineat the time and so the project was sadly dropped . However, Didcot volunteer’s Mark Fowler and John Looker led a new appeal under the Type One Locomotive Association banner and were successful and based their Class 20 on the Great Central Railway.
30th June. Shock, Horror! Hymek Leaves the WSR!

D7017 left the WSR for the first time since arriving there in 1976, to attend Gloucester Open Day, towed by 47819. The event was held on 1st July, with ’17 moving onto Barry depot behind 37704 on 4th July for storage until their forthcoming Open Day, under the care of Barry Driver and Williton volunteer Colin Girle.

July – a trip to a weighbridge.
During its career up to this point , ‘17s activities had been severely restricted due to a 17t 12cwt weight restriction on the WSR, requiring the slightly overweight Hymek to require Railway Inspectorate approval each time it ran on the line. A tow by 37796 to aberthaw Power Station weighbridge gave us a set of achievable figures to work to get ’17 below the limit for normal use.
28th July, Newport Railfair.
D7017 towed to the event via Canton Depot by 37207, and back by 37894.

18th August – a trip to a weighbridge, part 2.
After a slimming exercise involving the removal of one of the old boiler water tanks and the reserve fuel tank , ’17 was towed by 09001 along the Barry Docks railway to Dow Corning’s chemical plant for weighing. Result – one underweight Hymek, and several jubilant volunteers!

19th August, Barry Depot Open Day.
After appearing several time in local newspapers to promote the event, ’17 was joined for the day by D1013 and Classes 20, 31, 37, 47, 73, 56, 59, plus many other exhibits. The event raised over £8,000 in one day for local charities.

29th August , return of the wandering Hymek.
D7017 was towed back to Taunton by 37142 after a highly successful 3 month tour. The final leg onto the WSR from Fairwater Yard was courtesy of the yard pilot, with ’17 continuing from Norton to BL under her own power.
13th October, Happy Birthday D1010.
To Celebrate its 28th Birthday, a party was held at Didcot for all the DEPG volunteers and their families, which included D1010 and D7018 making runs on the demonstration line.

15th December, farewell Didcot.

D1010 left Didcot for the last time to travel to Cardiff Canton for tyre turning, under power from 59001.

21st December, hello again Merehead

After spending many years stored at Foster Yeoman’s Merehead Quarry, D1010 returned from Cardiff behind 59002 for a brief stay over Christmas, as no access could be gained to the WSR.

1991
11th January, D1010 arrives on WSR

After the Christmas break, D1010 was towed to the WSR by 59001. The Western got her opportunity to stretch her legs just 3 weeks later with a proving and crew training run on 5th February, before taking part in the Spring Diesel Gala on 16th and 17th March.

Hymek Days 

D7017 was her usual busy self running on four occasions in the early summer, 4th April, 5th May, and 1st and 7th June. During this time the Western was painted into BR Green with small yellow warning panel.

More globetrotting 

On 12th June D7017 and D1010 were off on their travels again, this time to the Paignton and Dartmouth Railway for their gala.

Meanwhile, back in Oxfordshire.

On 19th June, D7018 left Didcot for the last time and embarked on a tour of her own, with a 4 day mammoth journey to Cardiff Cathays Open Day. The Hymek made the journey dead in tow as a piped vehicle on normal scheduled freight trains. The route took it via Morris Cowley to Bescot behind 47615, then in company with D1013 to Gloucester, the next day behind 37012, overnight to Radyr with 37146 and then finally tripped to Cathays for the next Day’s event.
We’ll meet again. 

The path’s of the DEPG fleet were about to cross with the Bristol Bath Road and St Philips Marsh Open Day, on 29th June. The Williton Contingent made their way up from Paignton behind 50008 and 50015, while D7018 arrived from Cathays via Canton. The trio then headed north to appear at the Gloucester Open Day on 4th July. For the time being the loco’s then went their own ways. D7018 headed east for Old Oak Common Open Day, while D7017 and D1010 returned to the WSR, for a running day on 31st August.
To Plymouth and beyond.

Following the Old Oak Common Open Day, D7018 travelled to Westbury behind 50008, in company with the Diesel Traction Group’s D821 and D1015. A short stop over had been arranged to trip D7018 to Merehead Quarry. The purpose of this was to weigh the locomotive to allow it to run on the WSR. The loco was towed there by 60013 and moved onto the weighbridge by Foster Yeoman’s GM “Switcher”, before returning to Westbury and resuming her long journey west. Meanwhile D7017 and D1010 made their way down from Taunton with 50008 doing the honours yet again! Laira Open Day took place on the 15th September. The show piece being the line up of five out of seven of the surviving Westerns D1010, D1013, D1015, D1023 and D1062. In addition the Hydraulic ranks were swelled by D821, D7017 and D7018. Still the largest gathering of hydraulics in preservation.
The Beasts of Bodmin.

From Laira the trio split up again. D7018 travelled north to her new home at Williton, while D7017 and D1010 headed deeper into the West Country for the Bodmin & Wenford Railway’s Gala on 5th & 6th October. Coincidently, D7018 made her debut on the WSR the same weekend! The Bodmin & Wenford weekend was a great success, and is still looked back on with great fondness even now! The dynamic duo returned the next day to Williton, and the fleet was now together in its new home for the first time.
1992
Double headed Hymeks.

Although a quieter year than last with no open days or galas to attend on other lines, 1992 got off to a good start with the March Diesel gala on 28th and 29th.  The two green Hymeks were paired up for the first time and actually worked in multiple!

Let’s go Dutch!

The big story for the Autumn Gala (31st October & 1st November) was the spoof repaint of D7017 as 35017 in modern Civil Engineers ‘Dutch’ livery, complete with blacked out headcode, ‘Williton’ nameplates, ‘Apple’ depot plate and even snowploughs! The result made the front cover of Rail Magazine – quite something for what was really only a bit of fun to tidy up the worn out Green Paintwork!

1993
The year began with D1010 being bought officially into Group ownership after being purchased from Foster Yeoman Ltd for a nominal sum. D7017 was changing colour again, and a long and thorough repaint into Rail Blue with small yellow ends and white window surrounds, kept it out of service for many months.
West Somerset Hymek Railway

For the whole of July, D7018 held the fort as the only working locomotive on the WSR! ’18 clocked up over a thousand miles in 1993- a very credible performance.

The In’s and Out’s 

A new arrival at the end of September was 08 shunter 08850, owned by WSR Driver Julian Twyman, and was placed into the custody of the DEPG. Departing the site was the 2ft gauge Post Office Railway train No 808, which the Group donated to the narrow gauge Amberley Chalk Museum. The year ended with, for the first time, a visiting diesel loco! The South Devon Railway’s Class 20 D8110 joined the two Hymeks and D9526 for the event, and made the first appearance of the class on the WSR.

1994
March of this year saw the Hymeks doing the rounds again, this time D7018 left by road to the Mid Hants Railway for their Diesel Gala on 5th and 6th of that month.
18 goes north…

The green Hymek moved on later in March to the Great Central Railway Diesel Gala, again by lowloader. This event , over the weekend of 25th – 27th saw ’18 become the first diesel to haul the GCR’s ‘Windcutter’ rake of 22, 25 ton mineral wagons, and two brake vans, and the first Hymek/Deltic double header.

…and 17 goes south.

D7017 made an appearance at the Exeter Rail Fair on 1st and 2nd May, returning with 50149, which was to stay until 1999. Unfortunately on arrival on the WSR, the 50 blew its main generator on its first light engine trip.

The first 33 visited the line on 6th May when 33116 hauled the Ocean Liners Express railtour to Minehead. Both Hymeks were back together again on 23rd July to haul the Red Griffin dining train. However ’17 developed troubles and was detached at Williton on the down Journey leaving ’18 to haul the nine coach train unassisted. The sound of ’18 roaring away into the night with the return service is a great memory.
Another year, another repaint.

During the late Summer D1010 was repainted, emerging for the autumn Diesel Gala in early BR Blue with small yellow panels. The gala was held over the weekend of the 28th – 30th October and featured the first visiting hydraulics, with the WLA’s D1062 ‘Western Courier’ and the DTG’s D821 ‘Greyhound from the Severn Valley, joining the fleet of D9526, D9551, D7017, D7018, D1010 and repaired 50149.

1995
Goodbye ‘26

The beginning of 1995 saw our Class 14, D9526 withdrawn from service with low oil pressure and worn tyres. This locomotive had covered many thousands of miles of faithful service for eleven years. Its long overhaul was about to begin! The WSR Spring Gala featured steam and diesel traction with D1010 and 50149 both taking part. D1010 saw further use on the following weekend’s diesel running day, doing three round trips.

Disaster Strikes

While leaving Williton with the Quantock Belle Diner on the evening of the 19th August, D7018 suffered a serious engine failure that was to sideline it for the rest of the decade. The locomotive had completed over 5000 miles while on the WSR.

Our friends from the north.

The autumn Diesel Gala this year saw our first of many visits from the Bury Hydraulic Group. The three day event, held on 29th September – 1st October featured visitors D832 ‘Onslaught’, D1041 ‘Western Prince’, 40145 and D120, plus D7017, D1010 and 50149 – which suffered it second generator failure on the day after the gala, since its arrival on the line. Peak D120 stayed on the line for a year after this event.
That Hymek’s off again!

D7017 left the WSR immediately after the gala for another trip out. This time the loco starred in the South Devon’s first Diesel Gala alongside D8110. Following this event the Hymek headed north to the Gloucestershire and Warwickshire Railway for a 7 month stay, featuring a photo charter freight , two Diesel Gala’s and two running days, and receiving a cooler group swap with out of traffic D7018.

1996
The bulldozers move in.

After years of planning, the winter months at the end of ’95 and the beginning of ’96 saw the site begin to change out of all recognition, in preparation for the construction of the new shed. The two old loading docks were removed and the siding lifted. Over the next few months the foundations of the building and new drains were dug and the building itself erected.
Dr Kennedy, I presume.

Several months of preparation at Thingley Junction in Whitshire , saw the arrival in April of Dr Kennedy’s collection of locos at Willliton. First to arrive was D7523, followed by D3462, D2119 and finally 50017 at the end of May. Suddenly the fleet had all but doubled!

The wanderer returns.

After moving from the G&WR to the East Lancs for their July Diesel Week, where it gained full yellow ends, D7017 returned to Williton after nine months away. The Hymek arrived back in time to break a ceremonial banner, officially opening the new shed.

Not the Diesel Gala!

The 1996 big event was given the tong in cheek name because of the presence of steam in the timetable! The gala featured D7017, D7523, D120, repaired 50149 and non operational 50017 in spoof railfreight livery, to match its sister.

Farewell Sentinel.

Leaving us at the end of ’96 was the 0-6-0 Sentinel shunter No 57. The locomotive had given nearly 10 years of faithful service as Williton pilot and was moving onto a new life back in industry.
1997

Boulder holders.

Revenue earning freights returned to the WSR on a daily basis, conveying rock armour (boulders) for the Minehead sea defence scheme. The rains were headed by 37/7’s but also produced 37/0’s, 33’s, and 47’s too.

Life’s a lottery.

After many months of negotiation, the group was awarded a grant from the heritage Lottery fund. The award was for equipment for the depot, (including a fork lift truck, two cranes and various tools) to maintain and restore diesel locomotives. Also included was a diesel ‘Heritage Visitor Centre’ to be created in the old Goods shed, to educate the public about diesel traction.
Our Finest Hour!

The special late May Gala was entitles ‘The Maybach Returns’ and featured an almost all hydraulic line up. Starring in the event were D7017, D7076, D1010, D1041, D821, D832, D9551 and D7523. The starring role going to our own D1010 in specially ‘weathered’ livery. One of the high spots was the mass start up on the Thursday lunch time. Ten Maybachs ticking over at Williton! The event broke all records on the railway taking in excess of £23,000 in three days! Fantastic!

More new arrivals.

In May, another diesel electric arrived in the shape of 33048, from Hither Green. The Crompton made its first runs on 18th October. It was joined in July by two Brush Bagnall shunters, 501 and its slave 512. These were donated by British Steel Port Talbot. 

The autumn Diesel Day on 25th October featured all available members of the home fleet – D7017, D7523, D1010, D9551, 33048, D3462, 08850, 03119 and 50149.

Goodbye concrete.
At the end of November we finally completed the floor of the new shed, having laid 72 cubic metres of concrete!
Goodbye 08850.
Following the sad death of its owner, Julian Twyman , the 08 was moved by he family to a new home on the NYMR at Grosmont.

1998

The year started off quietly with the usual Spring Gala. D1010 came into the paint shop yet again for a new coat of blue for the Foster Yeoman 75 Open Day at Merehead, which D7017 was also to attend. On a running day just before they departed, 50149 suffered yet another generator failure.

Off to the quarry.

D7017 and D1010 were towed to Merehead by 33026 for the Foster Yeoman ‘75’ event. D7017 was used each day to run back and forth with an observation saloon, giving rides to the public. After the event the pair separated – D7017 heading north again to the ELR Mega-mix gala in early July, and D1010 returning to Williton on 10th July. D7017 visited St Phillips Marsh HST depot in Bristol for tyre turning on her return journey, eventually arriving back at Williton on 30th July.
The autumn Gala had a predominantly diesel-electric flavour with no less than three visiting Class 50’s and a Deltic on the line joining forces with the home fleet. The full line up was D7017, D1010, D7523, 33048, D9019, and 50015/17/31/44 plus the dead 149. Unfortunately, the gala was not a financial success.

1999

More holes, more concrete.

The early part of the year saw a return to construction work with the ground being prepared and the erection of the 10 ton gantry crane. This area was then concreted over to join with the existing apron outside the new shed. Another 12 cubic metres to add to the 72 already done!

Engine change? No problem!

With the 10t crane now operational, we were to put it  o the test the day before the May Gala. D1010 developed an oil pressure problem and the decision was made to whip out the engine quickly to change an oil pump located in the engine’s sump. The whole operation was done in just under a day and D1010 was in action the next morning in the Gala!
Goodbye Royal Oak.
At the end of May we said goodbye to 50017 as it headed off for a new mainline career with VSOE Northern.

In June the Gardner engine was lifted out of 03119 for overhaul, which would take 18 months to complete. D7017 came in for a fresh coat of paint in August, emerging on the morning of the Autumn Gala resplendent in early BR Blue with small yellow ends.

The last Gala of the Millennium.

The Autumn Gala was held on 24th – 26th September, featuring the first appearance of a Class 24 on the WSR. Accompanying D5054 was D832, Class 40 D345 and Class 46 D172 ‘Ixion’, which had towed the locomotives down from Bury. Following the Gala, Ixion towed the locos to the Severn Valley, the convoy including 50149, which was leaving the WSR.
