  D9526

Technical Data

Class 14  
‘Teddybear’

Diesel Hydraulic
650 BHP

Maximum Speed
40 MPH
               Weight 

48 Tons

Paxman 6YJXL 6 Cylinder Engine Capacity
 39 Litres

Voith L217u Transmission               Turbo charged 

56 Built By BR Swindon.

Built by Swindon Works in 1964
Allocated to Bristol Bath Road in January 1965. Re-allocated to Cardiff Canton in May 1967.Placed into store in November 1968 and withdrawn on 30th November 1968.

Purchased in February 1969 by Associated Portland Cement Manufacturers (now Blue Circle) and moved to their Cement Works, at Westbury, Wiltshire. It went on loan to APCM Dunstable. While there it was painted all over grey. The locomotive made its way there and back under its own power. This is believed to be the last working of a Class 14 on the main line. It might also be the first privately owned Diesel to work over BR metals. It was painted two tone Green when it got back to Westbury. In December 1976 it worked its last train for APCM.

Class 14

Fifty six Class 14 locomotives were constructed at Swindon between 1964 and late 1965. The class was designed by a team led by Mr J F Harrison, Chief Mechanical Engineer, British Railways Board and Mr Innes,  Mechanical Engineer (Design) who tailored the design to the Western Region’s own detail needs. The Class 14 were designated Type 1 and were intended for general purpose duties but especially for trip or short journey freight services.

The Class entered traffic on BR over a prolonged period due mainly to industrial disputes at Swindon. Early examples, however, soon displayed various teething troubles which were largely rectified by a programme of modifications and minor design changes. The Locomotives were not universally popular with BR train crews, who criticised the locos for being unreliable, for being in need of constant repair and for having poor brakes. The new locomotives entered traffic in the post Beeching era, thus many of the secondary routes for which the class were specifically designed were closed, as were many of the suburban and rural goods installations and so a superficially inferior locomotive had to survive somehow with a poor reputation plus a serious decline in gainful deployment. Several class members went into ‘Store’ in December 1966.

In May 1967 thirty three of the class were declared redundant and were transferred to the North Eastern Region of BR where they were to be utilised as ‘Stop-gap’ motive power in the planned elimination of steam power. Dairycoates depot, Hull received the Class 14’s but soon local management complained because the heavy mineral trains often demanded two locomotives, the Class 14 cannot work in multiple and so two crews had to be provided. This was expensive and there were not enough crews. Back on the Western Region, a few 14’s soldiered on but in December 1967 the first official withdrawal took place. The first to go befell D9522, being cut up for scrap on 5th August 1968.

The majority of the rest were sold to industry, the National Coal Board, British Steel Corporation, several Oil Companies and Blue Circle Cement.

